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VETERANS 0F FORElctrl WARS.

DI|PARTMDT.\T OI' MICHIG..tN

''WHATAVETERAN
TAUGTIT ME ABOUT AMERICA''

The VFW is dedicated to promoting patriotism and

investing in our future generation. If you are a democracy-

loving high school student interested in a $35,000 college

scholarship or a patriotic middle school student interested

in winning $5,000. these VFW scholarships may be for you!

\\'I't() c,\\ tiN't't.lR

Voice of Democracy

open to high
school students
in grades 9-12.

Patriot's Pen

open to middle

school students
in grades 6-8.
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Contact your local VFW Post for details and applications.
Prizes and scholarships can be earned at the Post, District, State,
and National levels.

wIN $35,OOO COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP on

wtN $s,ooo PATRI0TS PEN!
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For more information, contact:
IContact name]
IContact email addressl
IContact phone numberl

VETERANS OT' f,'OREIGN WARS ATXILIARY
AUXILIARY/POST # [insert Post Numberl

EI
VFVY & Auxiliary AnnounceKick{ff of Annual

Scholarships & Contests for K-Middle School Students

VFW Post & Auxiliary linsert Name/Post Numberl are excited to announce the kick-off of the VFW
Auxiliary's armual scholar*rips & contests for high schml students who may conpete for $ousands of dollars
in scholarships and prize eamings. We hope after reading about all these opportunities for your students that you
will encourage yorr staffto take part in ttrese programs thd we have to offtr. Not only could your students ryin
something from Natiornl level but also, at the Post and possibly District level to. Please look over this and pass
the information on to the proper staffin yoru builrling. Ifyou have anyque$ions, please give us a call. We hope
to work with you and your staff on all these programs this year.

Grade School:

Petrlot's Pen - Students in grades 6-8 may eoter the VFW'S Patriot's Pen youth essay contest for a chance to
win their share of more than $ 1.4 million in state and national awards. Each first-place state winner receives a
minimum of $500 at the national level and the national first place winner wins $5,000. The essay contest
encourages young minds to examine America's history, along with their own experiences in modern American
society, by drafting a 300- to 400-word essay based on a patriotic therne. Entrants are due to Jinsert Name/Post
Numberl by midnight, Oct, 31, 21126. Before submiEing your essay, rcad the rules and eligibility requirements
on www.vfw.org.

Illustrrting Anerica - Students in gra.des K-8 can participate in this patiotic art contest that encourages
students' artistic abilities as they express how they see America through drawings and paintings. The contest
consiss ofthree grade divisions: K-2,3-5 and 6{. Winners in each divisior receive VISA gift cards ranging in
value from $25-$100. Entrants are due to [insert Name/Post Numberl by March 31,2026. Find more
information at www.vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities.

About the YTW: The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. is the nation's largest and oldest major war
veterans' organization. Founded in 1899" the cmgressionally chartered VFW is comprised entirely of eligible
veterans and military service mernbers frmr the active, Guard and Reserve force. With more than 1.5 million
VFW and Auxiliary members located in nearly 6,000 Posts worldwide, the nonprofit veterans service
organization is proud to proclaim 'NO ONE DOES MORE FOR VETERANS" than the VFW, which is

dedicated to veterars' service, legislative advocary, and military and connnrmity sewice progra.ms. Leam more
at www.vfw.org.

About the VI!91, Auriliary: The VFW Auxiliary is one ofthe ndion's oldest veterans' service organizations.
Our members are relatives of those who served in a location of foreign conflict. We have nearly 470,000

members representing all 50 stat€s, Panama, Guan, France, Thailand and the Philippines who volunteer millions

of hours and give millions of dollars to support veterans, military service personnel, their families and

communities. lram more at www.vfwauxiliary.org.
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V(IICE (lF IIEMIICRACY
vtlBffrsEflmletwr6.

2026-2027 Theme
"llllhat aVederan Tauglrt Me Abor"rt Anerica"

Student Enfy Deadline: oct 3t,2026
Patrbtic Audio Essay Competifion Grand Prtse: $35,1X10 Award

what b U|€ vo-e d DcnEracy Plogram?

Since 1947, the Voice of Democracy has been the Vet€rans of
Foreign Wan' (VFW's) prembr scholarship program. Each year,
nearly 26,000 high school students compete for more thaD $2
million in scholanhipsandincentives. Prizes and scholanhips can
be a ura rded at the Post, District, sta te alrd nationa I level Na liona I
wirnenwill benotifred of theirscholarship&placement. Students
compete by writiqg and rccordingan audio essay on an annual
patriotic theme. This year's therne is,

Vh* . t&'r Iught lb &on fnsica"

Th e Ru les
The Voice ofDemocmcyis opento studas in grades9-12 by the
Oct. 3 I deadline crto are enmlled in a public, private or parochial
h[rh school or home study pmgram iD the United States, its
tenitorbs and possessbns: or dependsnts of U.S, military or
civilhn personnel in oveneas schoob. Afthoug! U.S. cirizenship is
not rEquirEd, studenb must be hwful U.S. permaneDt rrsidents or
have applied fcr permanent resilence (the applicatbn for whbh
has trot b€en denied) atrd intend to become e U.S. citizcn at the
eadie'st opportunity albwed by law, Forcign exchange students,
students age 20 or over, GED or Aduh Education Studetrts 8rE
ineligrtle.

You mustbethe sole author of your essay. ltrapproprbte use of
ChaIGPTorotherAI tools is not alkrwed. The rEcording must b€
in yourown voice and in English. Hearing/speech impaired
students should emailthe Vobe of Democmcy National Office at
vouttscholarghios@vfw.ors for special instructbns. No music,
siDgin& poetry or sound effects are allowed. To ensure faimess
aud impartb lry in judghg essays m[st bc .mnyEo[3 Plelsc
do trot itrcludc your nrme, addres, school nrme, or rny other
permml ideotifiers ir lte body of your e*ry. Additionally,
avoid references to your race, sex, religion, natbnal origin, or
other specifrc pesonaI chsracterbtbs that couu reveal your
identity. Geoeral rcfercnces to natbnality or patriotb ilentity
(such as being an Amerban or referencing American va lues) are
permined if they are rElevatrt to the essay theme. However,
perconal ilentifien tied to your indivllua I background or
experience shouH be aYoidod.

You may enter only one competition at one Post (if othenf,is€
etigibh) per year. At any time during the contest, sdditirnal
particbantpeNoml information cou Id be requ€sted by the VFW,
inchrding but not limited to & photograph, SSN, or biographbal
infolmEtbtr.

ldtran cemen t
Decisbns of Judges at a ll bvels are fmal Ore winner fot every
15 entrbs fmm each Post edvaDc€s to Distrbt 8nd one Dbtrbt
winner advances to th€ stab (Departnent) competitiotr. Contact
thepost wterE you enagEd at to olrcck otr youradvancelneEr

wh* ls Ol€ Deadine ftr ity EnEy?
AII entries competing at thc Post level must be h the ha tr& oflhat
VFW Postbymllnigh!Oct.3 1,2026. Itistheretpomibilityofthe
studentto me€t thb deadline by submittingthefuentryto th€plq€r
bcatiou - ensuring it b a pafitipating Post.

tlow do I enH
Record yourorigina 13 -5 minute(+or- 5 secoud max.) audio in
MP3 format (tro videos) on a flash drive, or other chctmnic
devte. You wtrl submit the recordbg a typed essay and tbb
completedentryform- Pmvide these it€ms to your schooygroup
comp€tiion or VFW Post forjudging

All eotries begin at the VFW Post bvel The only exception is

where schoolJcla sseVlouth groups have large numbers of students
ard wish to conductth€town competition, Subm itting one winner
for each 15 students to the VIr\y Post. lndivilual students may
submit their entry diectly to a Post. Your local post will give
instructions on how to tum in your entry to th€m. Audio may be
submined physically on a Flash Drive, emailed to the Post (with
pennission) or submitted through our online phtform using
Scholan App. To rubmit ttroqh SchoLr3 App you EE t flrst
receiye s QR cod€ or link from your locrl po3t Eltries sent to
VFW N.tbtr&l Headquartes directty will not be considered.

Ifyou need he[ finding a pafticipating VFW Post, follow
thes€ instuctbns: Vbit thb website vfE orslFirdrPost to
'Find A VFW Post." Ifyou do not have success in fmding a
Post, or if you have troubb gettirg in touch with them, you
can contact your VTW Departm@t (state) offre to see if they
can offerany information orassbtance. You can visit thb link
https;//www.vfw.ors/Cotrtrctus/ and look for "Find a State
Contact" to get your VFW state offrce's phone numberand
email lfyou still need assistance, pbase emailus at VFW
Natbnal HeadquaneE at ygujhsdelalsbjp!@J& .

Wh* Ar€ the JudJirg Crieria?
Origlndlty 16 worlt 35 poln6:
Treatment ofthe theme shouH show imaginatbn and human
interEst.
Delivery is wortL 35 poirb:
Speak in a clear and credibh manner.
ConEnt is wortt 30 poitrts:
Cleady express yourlleas in an organized manner. Fully develop
yourtheme and use transitbns to move smoothly from otre ilea
to alother.



2026-2027 Offi cial Entry Fom
Voice of Democracy Competition
ifrst Be comphEd by Al CooEctants

To Be oomphGd bytE Vt Po6t

I erufy tH this shdent has an auionzed cntry ln our \rFW Fost
l€vd Volce of DsrDCrd€, CorpeutiorL

Poat Coir d-rchda9aaaon Aenatrrr Pod t

l{rri: Fhtl, I.1., L.rl vFw Adlla, PytldmUch.arp.rron 8le nrtlr. (lt ppllcdl.)

Aadraa!

O.i. ot Blrtr (|trddrUyrl e..d. ln tGioct t.

Clty, 8LL, Zlp

YFw Po.t Endl

Xo- ol dr.Lrlr
Jrct t !lr.

llo. ot rlmIl drlrrc.d D u.dcl 

-

Lrl. cI Pc.t Arr. .arrol-allp.riL t_
lmt ot Po.dArx, addllonJ.rp.i.6 (b.rrel.( Cnq .lc.l I

To Be Cornpbbd by fte vF,Y Distht
I certiry that tlE sMent rErEd in the pr€vior.6 sedion is ttle dt y
s€leded niff|er of t le voice of Demo(,acy Cont€st District
Corpetldon ard is our sole ertry ir*o the DeparhEnts.

S.$ool XelI, Cll,, S

T.*i./. NI!|. and E tt ll (ll .!'pllc.at.)

To Be CompbH by Stdertrs ParcnvqtadBn
(i.ql,|..d rvan lf .tr|lrt la la or ctlr]

P.r.n$Ourdl rlm(Prhrrl)

Data Dlrtrlct ChdD.r.on 8lgn.hr. Dl.t t
(l
P-.'|lrcu.rdlrtl Oay0m. Ptron.

P..mgc0rrdtrn Em.ll

Participant Agreement for Students
Advancing to National Leve!
If selected as a firstrlae state ryi Er, I have t E conseflt of rry parenv
guardian ard sdlool to atterd the Fou.ding Fonsd Spidt of ArEri(a
LeadeBhip hip to Vall€ry Forge, Pemsylvania as a guest of the VFW
National Organlzation. ln orEideration for pemission to partidpate in
the Nation l Voice of D€rmcracy Corpetition Ccorp€tidonl I do
hereby, for rryseff, for my hdrs, er€cutors, adrJn strators and assigrE€s.
rrelve, rdease and disdE geallrighb and daims whidt I have orwhidr
rEy her€alter aGue agahst the Veterans of For€ign Wats of the Udted
StlEs (VFW) and/or tte D€paftItris (state olg.rlzatiorls) of the
Veterans of For€ign Wars and ttEir l€spedive offiers, ageots,
s[Eessors and assigns ftom any daaEges wt*dl may be sustained by
rne in cornection wlth my parddpation in or association t$th the
Conp€titlon ard/or arisirE oLt of any favd rdated to the Cofip€ddon.
In t E errert of si&ness, accideflt or lnjry ln aofiEdon wlth the
Corpetiuon, I consert to and acEept the services of a ddy llensed
medical, strglcal or deflt l spedalist s€lected on my b€hdf ard for sudr
teaErErts, as tlley may d€€m necssary. I udersbrd tfiat VFW tvill mt
be llable for sudr treat rert. I firrher undeGtad, th6t t E Veterans of
Fordgn Wals of ttle Unlted States EtairE rloft€dlEive rigtts to use my
audio ffle, €ssay, nallre ard lik€ness in tlle prorDton and eEo.tion of
tlE orgartzationt pmgrams and adivltes,

I Have Read and Understand the Rules
and Participant Agreement
I certify t lat I am the sole autior of the endosed audio/essay entry and
that I have mt inappropriately tEed any AI tools or Chat GPT. I have ody
entercd the cornpetiuon once yearly if otherwise ellgiue. I wderstard that
if it is found that I have erter€d any other Posfs @rpetltion or trsed this
essay fo r amther vFW cofipetitlon, I fae el lmimtion from the oompetition
and will retum any aod all prizes or inceooves awa.ded.

Em.ll

To B€ oonph&d by t,re Vru Deparhent Ooiperson
I ertify Ulat fte studert narned in the previous section ls the ddy
selected Rrst place wiffEr of the VoicE of De[Ecracy D@a]tnent
Colpetiuon and is ow sole entry irto ttE National ludging.

O.ptlrl.rlt Ghdip...on alen.trr.

()
o.rt|rr F'too. E ral
The vrhn€r h6 been w be (crr€ct dre) notted thrt liey are
th€ k pbce D€prtsrElt *rn€r qr

For araHrnca co tact:
41c96&2irt7

Ema!: Yolrth6drobrshbsoYfi i,oro

local VFW Post Information:

Phone: Best T-me To Call: _
AlternaE Contact:

Phone: Best Tine To Call: 

-'nldgtry''XBr,a.vds
rto{ro )ponsor

Contact:

Clly, abD, Zlp

( )_

sltn.tlr. ot 3t d.rt P.rddpsrt Ort

EIEITGMITI3.

crv, &.an zl9

( )-
Plron. Brrll

Paraoucu-dLn 8lenltrrr

\\U/FW A



PATRIIIT'S PEN
vEIBrffitrf,nElg{wAili

2026-2027 Theme
'Urhat A VeGran Taugtrt iie About Arrnrica"

Sbdent Entsy Dsadlfore: Ocbber 31, 2026
Patslotc Written Essay Gompetitbn Grand PrLe: $5,000 Awad

Why Should lEnbt?
Prizcs aad scHarship caa bc awsded .t lhc Post, Districq Sr6te rld datid
levcl. DcparEtnt (Stste) wirners receivc a portion of $ 5 5,000 h tretional
awards, NatioDal Willers witl recrive at lerst S500. Tir ft.t-plscc
oatiraal erard L cuncndy t5,000.

What is the Patriot's Pen Program?
ConducEd nationwide, this vFw-sponsored youl! esiay compethim
giv€s studeDlB sn opporornity to write es3ays exprcssiagtheh views on rn
sonuel pstsiotic thcme. We iDvite you to joir the more tbaD 60,0m
studqrts rvho participrt€d tast ycar in thk contesr

The lnt€mal ReveDue Service requir6 e .ecipient $ysrded more thio
3599 b€ Sivetr Form 1099 ideoti&irg the proceeds as taxable income
Thfu may r€quiE thc winncr to provide thet social s€curig nuDb€r.

How Does the Contest Work?
AII eao'ics begil at lbc VFW PoBt kvel. Thc oDly exccption is wbcre
schools/chrsar/routh groups hrv6 Lfga numbcrs of sodctrB sod s'isi
to colducl ftcir owD coEpctilio!, subeitliDs otc wiDtr.t for e.ch l5
studeots to thc VFW Po3t Iadividu.l strdcots E.y rubmit ttct c[Ey
direc{y to thc PosL

Thc eootcst coosists of four lcvels. Thc irst lcvd (cot.y) is
poosorcd by VFW Posts. Post wiDre6 rdvance, ooe for eyery l5 entdes,
to the VF'!V Disttict (Egional) lcvel wherr onc firs-placc winner is
edvr.ocrd to thc VF'!f Dcprnffifl (!r2te) lcael. Thc 6rsr-pLce
winnet at the Deparoent level is thco adyanccd into tha VFW oatiotral
compctitioo. Decisionl ofJudgcs at ell levels are 6od. Cqotact the
po6t t hcrc you caEr€d to chccl on youl ldvrocdocnt Deci6ion6 of
Judgas at all lcvcls rrc fioal. Cootad the post rrhcr€ you eotecd to
chcck on your advaoccment

Who Gan Enter?
Parriofs Pea is open to 6ih, 7th sDd ttb-g..dc sodenb effolcd by the
OcL 3l dcadlh. in public, privste or parochid schools in thc U.S., its
Er.itorica or ib posscssious; or dcpendeu8 of U.S. dilitary or civilirn
palonoal i! ovcr66s schools. Hoac-schoolcd sodetrts .lso rre
cligible. Althouth U.S. citizeDsbip is not requhed, s[rdrnts musl bc
lavful U.S. pcn srr.lt residcDta or havc applied for pdmanant
residencc (the applicatior *.hich has not b€en denied) and int€Dd to
b.com. a U.S. cirizctr .t lte ..rlicst opporboity au,ot.l.d by law.
(Foreign exchange studenB are irelig_bl€.)

How Do 1 Get Started?
. Ask a teacheroryouth gr,oup/club adult leader to

supervise the Pstrbt's Pen wtiting contest.

. Contacta particbatingvFw Post and indirte yor intercs h
padicbating

. Esablish a cont8{a person wto b e memberof that VFW
Pos or its VFW Auxiliary.

Your locsl Port will give instuctiors olr how to tum in your cnay to theD. lt
mry be delivBed in person, .mrilcd !o the Port (witb perDissiotr) or submitted
lirough our o itre plaform usiry Scholarr App. To eubmh rlrough
Scholen App yan murt 6rrt rcceive e QR codc 6lint 6orD yqrr locd
Po3t.
Etrtsics seat 30 VFW N.tional Heodquartfis dircady will oot be considcrod.

Hour Arn I Judged?
r Kodedge of the tbeme ie wuth 30 pointa:

You must show a thorough ktrowledF of the them€ in your
wor*. Demotr3trlle you hsve reseached thc isrur extansively

. Theme developmcot is wor6 35 pointe:
Answer all r€levant frcts sbout the th€mc such ss lhe who, whal
wbere, whm etrd why. R.hra lbe tbcme to your o*r experienccs.

. Clatity of ideae is worth 35 poioo:
WriE your ee8'y in .tr cs6y-to-utrdar8b[d forBet L€avc youa rdat

r.ilh s clcar uodcrEhDding of you. crplrodioa of Iie theoc.

What b the Therne?
VFW's Commaader-ia-Chicfaolually choosce th€ yc{'s th€Ec. Thc 2026-2@?
tbcmc is:

aUhat A V€eran Taught Me About lllgsi1:ar

Deadline lnbrmaticn.
To qus[ry, all esri€i mu6t b€ subEiued lo r spo'tsaing VFWPo3l by midnigbt Oc1
31.

Note:
If you aecd help fiadiog 2 panicip.ting VFW Post, follow thesc iastructions:

FirsL visit vfrr.orq,/FindaPosr !o -Fird a VFWPost.'

If you don't huvc srcccss in Ending e Post, or if you have tmublc codrctir€
th€rr\ you cen cont.ct ,.our VFW Dqenmcot (stetc) heedquatcrs of6ce to re if
tiey cstr offef aly itrformation or assistaoce.

You car visir gl&,9!g:ggg!ggg!to lool for 'Fird a SraE CoDtacf' to get your
VFW state of6ce's phone aumbet znd cmail.

Fd Gisiarce corfut
the VFW Natonal Hoadquartoe at 816.9682787

Emat voulhschoblshire@vfiilorg

. Make surc thatyorr essay is submitted to the VFW Post
before the contest deadline ofOct. 31.

e



2026-2027 Official Entry Form
Patriot's Pen Competition
Must B€ Completed by All Contestants

To Be Completed by the VFW Post
I a$ry ${ thb trd. h- rr rrlro.E dftiryltou.VtwFa
bvta hlofr Fa.r Comp.aldon.

lllr.| Fln( Il, Ld

hd GonrnanrrctrlrDoltat Slgn.tl]! Poal,

\rFw^unhryPrr.S.ttHrFrE Slgil.tri(f r!pac-h)

Hh.!

c|, $,4
rR ETH

E-ry w"-d c.*.t o. ol plrthlp|ntr---- 9. oa wlmoB=--

Anrt. ot h{irArx. rdroh.thlp. lnt

Cli, 9rr, Zle

(-l 

-

Pion I

D.b ol Blrlh (rrJdd!,r) Gr.rl. ln School

Sdocl f.n , CO, 3I

Ptt rlfc..lll.r tarrl. (FllnLd)

l..dr.r'. ,rra !.d Eri.t (n?Cc.Dl|,

To Be Completed by Studeds ParenuGlardian
(R.qul.ad .v..r ll.trdott l. It or ov.rl

Alttt.of tu t/ArL ddtlqd t piLa. (8quC, Plns, !tcJ+:-

To Be Completed by the VFW District
I carUt th at th o strd 6nl narEd in th6 p roviorB soctm is the ddy sdebd
winn€.orth€ ffiids tun ContB€t DistidCoopetitbo ard is our solo onby
inb the O€partrsrt

Dldlcl Ch.tD...on gf n.tr. Ollt a

cu, E!L, zb

Pr.. Gu..dlrn Slgn.t r. Orta

Pr.6lE|.,ttlrbD.ttr. P$on

Pr.nl|&t lh'r Ed

What Ae the Rules?
. Yos nrstrrie your

o AllesayssLoddberypdinEngllhwithmc.lcq gt4hbs. 3m-,muqt
h letrgth (+ d - 5 cod @). Every wod i ccrE d reSrdl.ss of lag6- Tb 6say tt
(Serrc) or added footsroB do not coDtribul€ to th. word court

. To clr$re faitrEssand inprtialiV injuting essays must bc ano[)mous-
Plcare do Dot indudeyflnn@,.dd!s6, scbml nac, 6ally odEpa$rd idafrifas h
thc body of yur <say. Aditiully, !\ it re&cEe6 to yor reE sq, rdiis\ national
o.igin, orobrspecifc p€rsdd chr&bdnics tht c(rrE rewa! your ideDtity. Geucral
refer@€ to rldi@lity orpaicb idedity (srh as bei8 sn ADericaa or refereDcing
Alserican values) a& pernittsd if$ey &e EbvEt to 6e er8&y tEnr. Eol*vq peG(nal
idertifas tied to your individu.l brckground or expaicncc ahould b€ svoidcd.

. Do noa F,t FnurE an tlEessry. TtEerrryfqnl b yqr ossays cover shect.
S.curc trotr id Slr&r Edyfqmwi6a sab ad.rfEtrE(n tcpof your essay.
CootEffi aErlb$.d to enter ooly once each ycar if othcrx,is€ eliSiblc (o6e Post

Em.ll

To Be Completed by the VFW Departnent Chairperson
I cediry th at th e stud €nt n arEd ln tio previorrs sstion is lie duly salectod
fi,Et-phce winnor of thc PaHofs Perr Dopq,tlrlent Compeflitn gnd is our sole
€ntry into tie National Judgiflg.

DapaibxrtCLlpa.aor 8itnrttra

(-) 

-

(-) 

-

IF. f,rrr Emdl

The winne6 ha6 beeo willbe(checkone)notifisd thatthey arethe
frst-plac€ Ospsrun€rit winner on

. The essry !6.Btbecofrarod'soriSiElwclrnds prcdEt of rb cdBtant's
orvtr thi*ie. IrycFiste use of ChdGPf or othe. Al tools is not rllowed. The
apprBd to lb Patbf s Pd6c Sotldbc poe6w edct t f@!s.d Pcfy k not
acceptatrb.Qumioruybe'rs.dslriagly if plahly ideotified wherever used. A
c!nte*&t's t€ada, cqlrlrelfiorprqt nray cH the cssay ffiprmhation, grammar

atrd./orspdlir& bd lh. cGladf rDu$ IEmirthc ccnEs.f's. C@&rmt' will be judSEd

on thc brt ofiheirasry ahoelrd .Ie ool reqrirGd ro F6arthc essay oElly. A{ csaF
beconr tbe prqerty oftte vderrt's ofFcrdSn War& Th VFw fttaiB Doo -exclDs ive
righ6 totheuseofyo, cssay aod litercss in lhe ptomotion sad cxelutiou of the

organizatioD's proSrams and sctivities.

Local VFW Post lnformation:

Corilat

Phone:-:- B€st lime To Call:-

. At sny tirEdrins {E c-{rest additionsl psrticips[t
persdal intuirr(i3 S$t,doo, et)clxrtsbe cqucttdbyfe

I How Read and Undersund the Conus, Rales

Pho ne: Best Time To Cdl:-

Tl^/tstd XRiarrds..+--l+-4--*-
A Proud Sponsor

X

Slgn.t re oa Strd.lt Plnhhllt Oate

IrEIEMF r tn*X r$ni

Altamala .r^^lats 
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For more information, contact:
[Contact tramel

lContact email addressl
[Contact phone numberl

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS AUXILIARY
AUXILIARY/FOST # [insert Post Number]

E

VFrW & Auxiliery Announce Kick-Off of Annual
Scholarships & Contcsts for H[h School Students

VFW Post & Auxiliary [insert Name /Post Numberl are excited to announce the kick-off of the VIIW
Auxiliary's annual scholar$ips & contests for high school students who may conpete for thousands of dollars
in scholarships atd prize eamings. We hope after reading about all these opportunities for your students thd you
will encourage yol.r staffto take part in these programs thd we have to oftr. Not only could your students win
sometlring frm National level but also, at the Post and possibly District level to. Pleas€ look over 6is and pass
the information on to the proper staffin your building. If you have any que$ions, please give us a call. We hqe
to work with you and your staff on all these progra.ms this year.

Voice of Democracy - This audio.essay program provides high school students with the unique opporhrnity to
express themselves in a patriotic-themed recorded essay. Each year, neady 25,000 9-12 g"de students enter to
win their share of more than $2 million in educational scholanhips and incenlives awarded through the progrurl
The national first placc wirmer receives a $35,000 scholanhip paid directly to their American university, college
or vocationaVtechnical school. Other national scholarships range from $1,000-$16,000 and the first-place
winner from each VFW Departmart (state) wins at least a scholanhip of $ 1,000. Applicatiors mu$ be tumed in
to [insert Name/Post 1\*umberl by midnight, Oct. 3 l, 2026. Before submitting your essay, read the rules and
eligibility requirements on wrvw.v f'w.org.

Young American Patriotic Art Cont€st - Shrdents submit an original two{irrensional piece of artwmk Entry
must have completed during the current school year. Student entries must be submitted to VFW Auxiliary
[insert Name/Post Numberl by March 31,2026. Students begin by competing at the local VFW Auxiliary
level. The firsrplace winner from eachAuxiliary advancesto the Departnent (state) competition. Department
first-placewinners cornpete for their share of$37000 in national awadg and the national first-place winner is
awarded a $15,000 scholarship. To download an entry forrn, visit www.vfwauxiliary.orglscholanhips.

3-Dimensional Dimensional Patriotic Aft Contest - Students submit an original lhree-dimensional piece of
artwork. EnEy must have conpleted during the cwrent school year. Students begin by competing at the local
VFW Auxiliary level. Student entries must be submitted to VFW Auxiliary [insert Name/Post Numberl by
March 3 I,2026. The first-place winner from each Auxiliary advances to the Deparffient (state) competition.
Departnent fir*-place winrcrs conpete for their share of$ 5,500 in national awards, and the national firsI-place
winner is awarded a $2,500 scholarship. To download an entry fonn, visit htQs://vfiararxiliary.orglscholarships.

About the VFIIV Auxilirry: The VFW Auxiliary is one ofthe nation's oldest veterans' service organizations.
Our members are relatives of those who served in a location of foreign conflict. We have nearly 470,000
members representing all 50 stat€s, Panama, Guam, Frarre, Thailaod ard the Philippines who volunteer millirns
of hours and give millions of dollars to support veterans, military service personnel, their families and
communities. karn more at www.vfwauxiliary.org.

We hope that you are seeing these opportunities for your students that you will encorrage your staffto take part
in these programs that we have to offer. Not only could your students win something from National level but
also, at the Post and possibly District level to. Please look over these and pass the informstion on to the proper
staff in your building please. If you have any questions, please give us a call.
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VFW Voice of Demo_c_r,acy Contest
Theme: "Whot AVeteionTought Me about Americo?"

" Due: Oct 31st,2O26 s ,
)

D
VFW Patriot's Pen Essay Contest
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, Continuing Education Scholarship
Due: Februaty 75,2O27
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Young
-.*

American Creative Patriotic Art Contest
Due:March31,2027 .*** r

Contest

Grades 6-12 t
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SCAN TO APPTY!
For More lnfo: www.vfirauxiliary.org



4TH PLACE:

SrH PtAGt: $200

$400
2xo pucs: $800
3no pucr: $0oo

lST PTACE: $1,000

fun:
mARCH 31,2027

lST PLACE: $s00
2xo pucr: $zso
3norucr: $I00
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* 3D Patriotic Art Contest-Y, t
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+ DEADLINES & WHERE T0 SEND wlNNlt{G ENTRIES: +t POSTS / AUXILIARIES:
APRIL 15:
First place winner from each
participating/sponsoring VFW Auxiliary
due to the VFW Auxiliary Department
iudging.*'.k*I+'

E t
T

Nicole Koutz
4t0 N. Clinton

SL Louis. Ml 48880

l?{ turtlelee@hotmail.com

S(ltt I0 APPTY! p 4
989-620-6425 ,fiJ!

STUDENTS:
MARCH 31:
Student entries due to
participating sponsori ng
VFW Atrxiliary lor judging.
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